
 
Cubbington C of E Primary School 

 

Dear Parent and Carers, 

It is a real pleasure to be able to welcome everyone to the new school year and to see the school 
return to something close to normality. Whilst we all remain aware of the ongoing risks of COVID 
across our community we are thankful that the children have been able to come back and experience 
everything Cubbington school should be about.    

I would like to extend a particular welcome to all parents and carers who are new to the school. It is a 
great time to join our school community because as we re-connect with each other I am sure you will 
find everyone associated with Cubbington School willing to offer help and support at each turn.  

The Governing Body met recently to reflect on the past year and to review the school’s priorities for 
2021/22.  Clearly many of the measures we would normally consider in examining the performance 
of the school are not available but we have still seen evidence that the school has developed in the 
past year. For example, there has been a considerable amount of work on the whole school curriculum 
and across all subject areas there are exciting plans which will enhance children’s learning. It is also 
important to say that the manner in which the school was able to adapt to the challenges of the past 
year is down to the commitment and dedication of our staff and we remain immensely proud of 
everyone that works in the school. 

And that goes for you as well. I know that home schooling presented many challenges but the work 
you have done with your children over the past year has been critical to supporting their transition 
back in to school.  The education of children at Cubbington has always been a partnership between 
the school and parents and carers and this past 18 months has reinforced this more than ever. So 
thank you once again for all of the kind words and support you have offered Mrs Jones and all the staff 
– it makes such a difference to them to know when they are appreciated.  

Into the next year the school priorities are focused on some core aspects of the curriculum. This 
includes specific plans for recovery and development in maths and writing. Writing is something that 
was difficult during the time school was closed and so all teaching staff will be implementing plans to 
build children’s stamina and supporting them to write independently. A further priority is to develop 
plans for the assessment of all subject areas in the school which will play a key role in understanding 
the impact of our curriculum.  

Alongside these curriculum focused priorities we have also agreed to prioritise the wellbeing and 
safety of our children. This means reinforcing our already very high expectations around safeguarding 
with staff and volunteers, and also focusing on how our children are adapting emotionally to being 
back in school.  

Our final priority is to work on the financial stability of the school. A primary school of our size faces 
continual challenges to provide the best education possible whilst maintaining close control over 
costs. Our current budget projection suggests that these challenges are likely to increase over the next 
few years and so we have to ensure we are doing everything to maximise our income. Central to this 
is building our pupil numbers and we are focused on making sure that we are the obvious choice of 
school for all families in the local area.  

As we move into the new school year there are some changes to the make-up of the Governing Body.  
Most significantly David Saul has decided to step down as Local Authority Governor. David has been a 
Governor for over 30 years and it is impossible to overstate the contribution he has made to the school 



during this time. The school would simply not look the same without David’s efforts over the years 
and we will miss his passion and commitment. We will be marking his contribution to the school in a 
more formal manner in the coming weeks but nothing we can do or say will adequately acknowledge 
what David has given (and continues to give) to the whole community.  

We also have two vacancies for Parent Governors that we are keen to fill as soon as possible. More 
formal notification of how to put your name forward will be issued soon but I wanted to encourage 
you to think about joining the Governing body. Having the chance to influence the strategic direction 
of the school is a privilege and gives you the opportunity to have a lasting impact on the education of 
all our children. Please do get in touch with me if you would like an informal discussion before putting 
your name forward.  

Finally, I said last year that it would be our values that would help us through the challenges we faced 
and this remains more true than ever. In particular we need to draw on these values as we send our 
thoughts and prayers to Reverend Graham who is unwell. We can all take inspiration the courage that 
he is showing in the face of his illness and send best wishes to him and his family.  

I look forward to seeing many of you in person over the course of the year and hope that you all stay 
safe.  

Yours Sincerely, 

 

Nick Wylie 

Chair of Governors 

Chair3144@welearn365.com 


