
 

Our Christian Value next half term is FORGIVENESS 

 Cubbington C of E Primary School 
Our aim is as simple as ABC 

Achieving, Belonging, Caring 

22nd October 2020 

Newsletter No.5 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

It feels like quite a milestone to have completed the first half term of this academic year. Although I had 

desperately hoped that we would have been able to lift some restrictions in school by this point it became very 

clear early on that the best course of action was to maintain everything that we had in place to keep everyone as 

safe as possible. This has not been easy for children or staff and I thank everyone for their continued efforts. We 

are very aware that so many things are different for the children, such as not moving around school as much as 

they used to, not coming to the hall for assembly and having lunch in their classrooms. I don’t think the Wrens 

even know there are other children in the building most days! We talk about these issues regularly as a staff and 

we are always trying to find creative ways around them. We are planning to start letting the Wrens eat their lunches 

in the hall after half term and if successful we will do the same for the Swifts and the Swallows. 

 

During our INSET day tomorrow the staff are working together to focus on children’s writing and discussing 

progress in writing skills and how we can continue to develop this. We will also be looking at calculation 

progression in Maths across the whole school and learning to use some new software. It will be great to be focusing 

on the curriculum and having the opportunity to work together discussing children’s learning. 

 

Coronavirus Vigilance 

During the half term break please can you send an email to admin3144@welearn365.com if: 

 Someone in your household gets a test for COVID-19 and the subsequent result 

 Someone in your household has to self-isolate for any reason 

The email box will be monitored over half term and we will be able to let you know if you need to take any further 

action. It is vital that we are kept informed to enable us to reopen safely after the half term break.  

 

Christmas 

Conversation amongst the staff has been ongoing about Christmas and 

how we can make this as special as possible for our whole community. 

We will not be able to hold the KS1 and Reception nativity play, or the 

KS2 carol service in the hall as we would usually do but we will find a 

way to create these virtually to share with you. We are not planning to 

broadcast anything live so you will be able to access the recordings to 

suit you. We cannot have our visiting pantomime but we have found a 

company that are pre-recording one so that we can make an afternoon of 

it in school to suit us at the end of term. Year 3 will be creating an advent 

service virtually and there will be lots of Christmas magic happening in 

all of the classrooms. The teachers have asked that if anyone is getting 

rid of an artificial Christmas tree this year they would be very grateful of 

having some donated so that they can decorate their classrooms even 

more than usual! We will have the large Christmas tree in the hall and 

the plan is that we will serve Christmas dinner to all children that want it 

in the last week of term. More details about this will follow.  
 

School Dinners 

Thank you for your feedback about our school dinners. One of the things Gemma in the kitchen has been keen to 

bring back to the deli bag lunches are the hot potato side options. After half term there will be an additional side 

of chips, criss cross potatoes or potato wedges with all meals (except the jacket potato and pasta options). In order 

to make this possible there will no longer be a juice carton/milkshake available. However, as all children have 

their drink bottles in school, we felt this was worth forfeiting to make way for an additional side dish to have with 

the dinners.   
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Remote education plan 

The government has made it law that all schools must have a remote education plan. We have spent some time 

over the past few weeks working out exactly what this will look like if a whole bubble closes or if one or two 

children have to self isolate. For whole bubble closure the teacher will deliver work through Seesaw in a similar 

way to how it was done in lockdown. The work provided will match the class timetable and teachers will be 

available to respond to the children via Seesaw. For individual children who are self isolating our plan is to ensure 

that there is always a folder of work that can be completed on Day 1 of absence for all children (provided they are 

well). After Day 1 the teacher will upload the work that was done that day to be completed the following day. We 

are not planning on delivering live lessons for the children. This has been written into a new policy that will be 

available on the website as soon as it has been ratified by the governors. 

 

Seesaw 

We are all really pleased at how Seesaw is working for us now that we are back in the classroom. Teachers are 

finding creative ways to share information with you as well as it being the communication portal for if children 

are not in school. We switched on the ability for parents to communicate directly with teachers during lockdown 

and this was a great success. We would like to keep this facility open for the future but I would like to remind 

parents to consider the timing and nature of direct communications with teachers. If you need to send a message 

to your child’s teacher about their learning then it is appropriate to do so on Seesaw on weekdays between 8am 

and 5pm. If you have any other messages or issues please send an email at any time or day to 

admin3144@welearn365.com for the attention of the class teacher as per our communications policy. 

 

Facebook 

Please follow and share our new page on Facebook – it is called Cubbington C of E Primary School and we are 

hoping to use it positively to promote ourselves in the wider community. 

 

Parents evening 

We are planning virtual parents evenings this year using the software that we have used before to book 

appointments. Parents will book appointments as usual and then access a video chat screen through the same 

software. It is easy to use and it works on phones, Ipads and laptops as long as they have a microphone and a 

camera. The dates are in the diary section below and you will receive more information on how to book after half 

term. 

 

Book wishlist 

Thank you for supporting our Amazon Wishlist for books – the response has been amazing and we are excited to 

be completing our sets of books. The list is still open and you can find it here. 

 

PTA News  

Please support our school lottery by buying a ticket here. You could win £25,000! This term three of our ticket 

holders have won smaller prizes – next time it could be you! 

 

Also, don’t forget to buy a balloon for the ecorace - https://ecoracing.co/user/page/931. The first race will 

be a Halloween Race to Draculas Castle on 31st October.  

 

Family Information Service 

The latest letter from the Family Information Service can be found here. 
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Garden of Eden News 

On Saturday 19th September six of the Garden volunteers met in glorious 

sunshine to tidy the garden and prepare it for the Autumn and Winter 

period. The raspberries were pruned, onions and potatoes dug up and 

dahlias dead headed. We weeded the paths and tidied edges of beds too. 

The HS2 raised bed has been cleared in preparation for transforming into 

a herb garden. 

Whilst this was a lovely morning to be working together (socially 

distanced), we are sorry that it was the final time our long serving friends 

were present. We are all extremely grateful to Pam, Stephen, Sarah and 

Peter for their vision in starting the Garden of Eden which has brought 

so much inspiration and joy to many. 

The plans for opening the Garden up for children’s sessions are not yet 

clear due to the COVID situation, although we hope this will be possible in Spring 2021.  

 
Future academic year planners 

All INSET days now added to the diary dates below 

The dates for the next two academic years are now published on the Warwickshire website. 

 

Autumn term dates for your diaries 

Friday 23rd October – Whole School INSET Day – School is closed 

Thursday 12th November – Individual school photos 

Friday 13th November – Non uniform for Children in Need £1 donation 

Thursday 19th November – Parents evening for Years 1-6 

Tuesday 24th November – Parents evening for Years 1-6 

Wednesday 2nd December – Parents evening for Reception 

Thursday 3rd December – Parents evening for Reception 

Friday 18th December – Break up for Christmas 

Monday 4th January – Whole School INSET day – School is closed 

Tuesday 5th January – Whole School INSET day – School is closed  

 

I hope that you have an enjoyable half term break and I look forward to seeing the children back in school on 

Monday 2nd November.  

Kind regards, 

  

 

Juliet Jones 

Head teacher 

 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/school-term-dates-induction-days-training-days-holidays/2?documentId=155&categoryId=20008
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