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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I’m sure you are all aware that our Education Secretary made an announcement on Tuesday informing 

us that the government ambition to have all children in school for the last month of the academic year 

would now not be possible. I know that this is a huge disappointment to some families and children, 

particularly in Years 2, 3, 4 and 5 and that you are possibly feeling quite low this week. 

 

Our plan at Cubbington 

We are still very keen to see our children face to face before we break up for the Summer break if the 

guidance allows us to. The children will finish their current academic year on 17th July and will be 

moving up to their new year groups from 1st September and they will all have new teachers.  

I’m sure that you are as intrigued as us about what might happen in September. There is currently no 

guidance out about this but as soon as I have any news about this I will let you know our plans. 

 

Years 2, 3, 4 and 5 

We know how important ‘endings’ are from a psychological and well-being perspective, not just for 

children but for adults as well and we are considering how we might be able achieve this for our children 

in Years 2,3,4 and 5. These plans are in their infancy at the moment but we can see a possibility for all 

children to get one day in school with their teachers in July in groups of approximately 10 children. We 

would like this day to provide some elements from our usual ‘move up day’ where children get to meet 

their new teacher. I know that this may not seem like much but our staffing is quite compromised due 

to a significant increase in the keyworker provision and the government are very clear that this provision 

has to take priority. I am cautiously increasing the percentage of children in the building every few 

weeks to enable us to test out systems and protocols as safely as possible. 

 

In an attempt to try to lift the children in Years 2,3,4 and 5 who are working so hard at home the teachers 

have been having discussion about trying out some live activities. These will not be lessons but will be 

some teacher led fun activities to try to connect everyone in the class. This is not something that we can 

do on Seesaw so we are currently investigating alternative software to allow us to do this safely. Please 

bear with us and we will let you know more about this when we have it planned. We will continue to 

provide daily work and feedback on Seesaw for Years 2, 3, 4 and 5. 

 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 

For Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 we plan to maintain the 2 days of provision each week that we are 

currently offering. Next week the bubbles in these year groups will increase in size as we welcome back 

more children. The teachers of these year groups are working hard to continue to manage Seesaw and 

have dedicated time for this on a Wednesday but you will appreciate that they are teaching classes for 

four out of five days so they have much less time for this. It looks likely that we will have the capacity 

to continue the current arrangements for Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 until the end of term and we will 

ensure that we factor in suitable transition activities for all of these children. 
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Thank you 

When the lockdown started we took the view that the most important thing that we could do for our 

children would be to connect with them and to maintain our relationships with them. Teachers have 

continuously innovated and developed their use of Seesaw, they have made many phonecalls and sent 

postcards home and even packets of sunflower seeds to one class! This has been a herculean effort from 

our staff and I know how much this has been appreciated from the feedback that we have received. We 

also appreciate how challenging it has been for many of our families who are trying to work at home, 

manage younger siblings and care for other family members whilst supporting children with their school 

work, and we want to thank you for all of your incredible efforts.  

 

 

Important message 

I want to assure you the staff at school are taking the current government restrictions extremely 

seriously. Many have still not seen their families face to face as they may live some distance away or 

they may be vulnerable. The staff carefully follow all of the rules that we have imposed for children 

and they take their responsibility for this very seriously.  

 

You can read the latest government guidance for what you can and cannot do here. The school risk 

assessment for opening to more children makes an assumption that families are adhering to the 

government guidelines. Please can I urge you to think about the safety of other children and staff who 

are in your child’s school bubble when you are making decisions for your family. 

 

I will make contact with families if my staff have concerns as I will have to decide if a bubble has been 

compromised and if I have to close it down for a period of time. 

 

Short videos for parents and carers: delivering online safety at home 

Think U Know have created videos to support parents during Covid-19 and the closure of schools to 

many children. You can find the videos here: https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/Support-

tools/presentations-for-parents/ 

 

Family Information Service 

The latest newsletter from the Family Information Service can be found here. 

 

 

Take care of each other and I hope that you have a lovely weekend 

 

Mrs Juliet Jones 

Head teacher 
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