
 

Cubbington C of E Primary School 
Our aim is as simple as ABC 

Achieving, Belonging, Caring 

Wednesday 20th May 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I hope this letter finds you well and please know we all miss the children greatly and would 

love to welcome them all back to a normal school day! 

Firstly, I want to thank you for all of the messages of support that I have received over the past 

week. I try to reply personally to every email that I receive from parents to explain how valuable 

the feedback is and how gratefully it is received. It really does make a difference to us all in 

school.  

My task now is to create a plan to open our school as safely as possible for staff, children and 

their families based on the latest government guidance. It’s not my role to be political and I am 

a rule follower by nature but unfortunately, based on my own risk assessments, the guidance 

for schools to reopen from 1st June is fundamentally not fully achievable for us at Cubbington 

in the way that the government would like. 

The government want all children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 to return to school full time 

from 1st June. They want the children to be put in ‘bubbles’ of less than 15 and they want the 

children to all be taught by a teacher. They want us to continue to run the childcare facility for 

vulnerable children and the children of keyworkers. The government have not yet explained 

the science behind their thinking and daily we seem to see conflicting reports in the media. 

At the end of the last academic year we decided that this particular passage in the bible 

resonated with us as a school.  

‘Be courageous, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go’ Joshua 1:9’ 

I have thought a lot about courage over the past few months and I have been humbled by the 

many examples that I have seen in the news and in our local community. Never has there been 

a time where I have felt the need to be quite so brave for our school. As the headteacher of our 

school I want to be courageous and do what I think is right for the community of Cubbington 

C of E Primary School. Therefore, I will be using the government information as ‘guidance’ 

and I will be making decisions and plans for our school based on my knowledge of our children 

and families and our staff. 

I have thought long and hard about a part time model for children to start to come back to 

school and I feel that this is the right way for us to do it at the moment. I believe it is extremely 

important that the children will be able to spend time with their own teachers and in their own 

classes. It will be hard to split the classes into two groups as we know that some children will 

be disappointed to not be with particular friends. I also have to take into account that teachers 

will need some time to plan and to maintain some online learning for children whilst they are 

not at school. We also have to increase our capacity for regular, thorough cleaning and 



 

disinfecting of resources, furniture, and surfaces. I have decided to create an initial two week 

plan that parents can opt in or out of. Children will be able to come to school with their class 

teacher for either a Monday and Tuesday each week or Thursday and Friday. After the first 

two weeks parents can make another decision if appropriate.  

The key principles that I have focused on to create a plan are: 

 A small step approach to build trust and confidence in children, families and staff 

 A plan based on safety, including social distancing for staff, safe hygiene and aiming 

for emotional safety for everyone 

 A sustainable model that we can scale up as confidence grows 

 Planning for children to spend quality time with their own teachers and support staff 

where possible 

 Planning time for teachers to maintain a level of online learning 

 Planning additional time for thorough cleaning of resources between groups of children  

 A focus on rebuilding relationships and trust between children and their friends, 

between children and their teachers and between school and our families 

This plan is not able to: 

 Guarantee social distancing amongst children and their friends 

 Enable all parents to go back to work immediately  

I will ask families to commit to a decision for the first two weeks of the plan only. After this I 

will reflect on the situation, amend plans if necessary and then ask parents again. You can make 

the decision to suit your family and we want to support you to do this. 

The rest of this letter explains some of the practical arrangements that we are planning to put 

in place for the first two weeks of the plan. Please read it all and then respond to the survey 

form if your child is in Reception, Year 1 or Year 6 by Friday 22nd May. Please also respond 

even if you do not plan to send your child into school. If you have children in several of these 

year groups please complete it for each child.  

If your child is in Years 2,3,4 or 5 we plan to continue with providing work and activities on 

SeeSaw and we will keep you fully informed of any plans that we make to invite these year 

groups back to school based on government guidance. 

You will be aware that the government may decide that their ‘5 tests’ have not been met by 1st 

June and that this plan may not take place immediately. I hope that you can see that we have 

designed a plan that can be started at the point that the government require us to do so. We will 

continue to communicate with you if there are any changes to the plan.  

As always, if you have any questions or comments please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

Kind regards, 

Juliet Jones 

Headteacher 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=-hEVTLm6ekOhnanlPyn9sE1GLKyWCvdDtxU4KLCgtL5UN0lBT0YzS0lNSFZEUU4wVFAwQTBRQTZTVS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=-hEVTLm6ekOhnanlPyn9sE1GLKyWCvdDtxU4KLCgtL5UN0lBT0YzS0lNSFZEUU4wVFAwQTBRQTZTVS4u


 

Practicalities 

Movement around school 

 Children will be placed into a group of no more than 15 for their year group. One group 

will attend school on Monday and Tuesday and the other group will attend school on 

Thursday and Friday. 

 The group will remain in their own classrooms all day and will have their own dedicated 

outdoor space.  

 Children will not be using the hall, or any other rooms in school. Corridor movement 

will only occur to enable children to access toilets. 

 We will use outdoor spaces around school as much as possible but will timetable this 

to one group at a time in each area. 

 Playtimes will be staggered to ensure the groups do not mix. 

Uniform and personal belongings 

 Children will wear regular school uniform. Year 6 can wear their leavers hoodies and 

once we have the Cubbington t-shirt designed children can wear that with their uniform. 

 The government guidance is for children to wear a freshly washed set of clothes each 

day. 

 Children can wear trainers instead of school shoes as they will be outside as much time 

as possible and we will not be changing for physical activities. (I know that your 

children may have grown out of their school shoes and the shoe shops are not open yet!) 

 Children will not bring any personal belonging with them to school apart from a coat if 

necessary. No bookbags, no reading books no schoolbags, no water bottles and no 

lunchboxes. 

Food, drinks and snacks 

 We will provide paper cups and water for the children each day. 

 The school kitchen will provide two options for packed lunch each day and lunch will 

be delivered to the classrooms in paper bags. Children will eat lunch in classrooms (or 

hopefully outside) and will be supervised by midday supervisors. Menu is attached 

 Lunch is provided free of charge for all children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 

keyworker children. Children in other years can order a lunch and pay on Parent Pay in 

the usual way. Lunch can be ordered on the day. If your child does not want a school 

lunch they can bring a packed lunch from home. This needs to be a completely 

disposable lunch as the children cannot bring items to and from school.  

 Fruit/vegetable snacks will be provided for children in Reception and KS1. Children in 

KS2 can bring in a fruit/vegetable snack (in a disposable wrapper if required) 

Drop off and Pick up 

 Drop off and pick up will be different. Children in Reception and Year 1 will arrive at 

the New Street entrance and will queue up along the right hand side of the school 

pathway. There will be a barrier at the top of the path and there will be markers to 

support social distancing. 

 Parents will be expected to follow the social distancing rule of 2m.  



 

 The class teacher will arrive at the barrier at the start time and will let each child through 

individually and let them walk up to their classroom door where they will be met by a 

teaching assistant. Once your child is past the barrier please leave the school site on the 

other side of the path towards New Street. 

 Children in Reception must arrive at school between 8.45 and 9.00 promptly.  

 Children in Year 1 must arrive at school between 9.00 and 9.15 promptly. 

 Collection will be this in reverse. Children in Reception can be collected between 3.00 

and 3.15. Parents will queue up on the right hand side of the school path up to the 

barrier. Children in Year 1 can be collected between 3.15 and 3.30 in the same way. 

 Please ensure that only one adult brings and collects each child. We understand that 

some parents may need to bring siblings.  

 Year 6 children are to arrive at the gate on Church Hill between 8.45 and 9.00. They 

will follow a signposted path to their classroom. If your Y6 child is walking to school 

alone please remind them of social distancing rules and please do not allow them to 

arrive before 8.45. Year 6 children can be collected from the KS2 playground (lining 

up from the shelter around the edge of the playground) or they will be allowed to walk 

home out of this gate between 3.15 and 3.30. 

 Children in the Key worker provision, which is based in the Old School buildings are 

to be brought to the front door of the Old School between 8.45 and 9.00. The main gates 

on Church Hill will be left wide open to allow for safe movement of pedestrians. 

 I am looking into some pavement markers and signage to remind people where to stand 

if they are waiting to come in. 

I anticipate that this aspect of the day may be challenging to organise to start with so I will 

initially provide additional staff to support these new routines. I will quickly reassess the 

arrangements if they do not seem to be working. I have not yet factored in the arrival of the 

school bus on New Street but I am not expecting this in the first two weeks. Please try your 

best to arrive at the allotted time to help the plan to run as smoothly as possible. 

Before/After school care 

 Schools Out will not be open for this initial two week plan. 

 After school clubs will not be running this term. 

The Curriculum 

 Each child coming to school in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 will spend 4 full days in 

school over a two week period. The main focus of these days in the first two weeks will 

be to rebuild relationships between children and their classmates and between children 

and their staff. I will ask the teachers to plan activities and sessions that they have not 

been able to do via SeeSaw. We will focus on activities to promote well being and 

personal, social and health education (PSHE). We will use the outdoor environment as 

much as possible and we will ensure that children are active and engaged. 

 Teachers will plan activities that lend themselves to natural social distancing and 

independent working where appropriate. 

 Most importantly we will ensure that children start to relax and enjoy being back in 

school. 



 

 I hope you will agree that Seesaw has been invaluable in enabling us to set work daily 

and, more importantly to give feedback on that work and maintain daily contact with 

both children and parents.  If your child is in Years 2,3, 4 and 5 online learning will 

continue on Seesaw as usual.  If however your child is in Year R, 1 or 6 I know you 

will appreciate that your child's teacher will now be teaching in the classroom for 4 out 

of 5 days a week and will therefore be unable to respond to Seesaw in the way that they 

have been doing.  They will endeavour to set some activities for each week which can 

be completed at a time to suit you when your child is not in school.  Teachers will do 

their best to respond to some, if not all activities your child may complete but this 

feedback will not be on a daily basis as it is now. Seesaw will remain an important part 

of our community and the way in which we use it will evolve alongside our plans for 

welcoming everyone back to school. 

Hygiene and Cleaning 

 Our school cleaners will be in school after the children have left and first thing in the 

morning to clean all classrooms, corridors and toilets thoroughly. 

 Staff will be provided with antibacterial wipes to enable them to clean touch points 

throughout the day. 

 Classrooms will be deep cleaned on Wednesdays, between the two separate groups of 

children. Resources including books, toys and stationery will all be cleaned thoroughly 

at this point. 

 We will continue to promote good hand hygiene to all children. Sinks in classrooms 

will be used for this throughout the day. Children will be asked to wash their hands 

when they enter the room, before and after food, before and after playtime and after 

using the toilet. 

 Toilets will be allocated for specific year groups. Children will only be allowed to enter 

the toilet block one at a time. 

 Resources in the classroom will be rationalised to ensure that we can track what is being 

used and clean appropriately 

 Tissues will be available for all children and all classroom bins will have lids on. 

 Soap supplies will be checked regularly 

 Hand sanitiser will be available for adults only in the first instance. 

Coronavirus Vigilance 

 If any pupil or member of staff displays any symptoms a test should be arranged 

immediately. 

 School should be informed immediately by email if these symptoms appear at home so 

that we can inform the parents and staff of the small group your child is in and ask them 

not to come in until we have the result of your child’s test. 

 If a child is symptomatic in school, they will be removed to an isolation room, the 

windows will be opened and they will be supervised from a distance. We will reassure 

your child as they may be feeling more scared now that we know more about the virus 

than they would have been before school closure. Staff supervising your child will be 

wearing PPE. Parents will be called - it is an expectation that you are contactable at all 

times and available to come immediately if needed. Upon arrival at school we will then 



 

direct you to the closest exit to where your child is to take them home and self-isolate 

in line with the guidance. 

 If any other member of your household displays symptoms, self-isolate in line with the 

guidance and inform school that your child will not be attending. 

 Please expect any child who is feeling unwell generally to be sent home. We ask that 

you support us in our judgement, even if your own judgement is different. 

PPE 

 The guidance is that, ‘wearing a face covering or facemask in schools is not 

recommended.’ Staff will not be required to wear PPE unless someone is symptomatic 

(with COVID symptom or symptoms of illnesses not currently associated with COVID 

19 such as vomiting)  

 We will also wear PPE for first aid. This will generally mean fluid resistant facemasks, 

however we have also ordered some visors in, which will be worn alongside the 

facemasks, in the instance that we are dealing with a vomiting child or someone who is 

persistently coughing. 

 Staff may choose to wear face coverings at other times of the day if they choose to. 

Visitors to school 

 We will discourage any external visitors to school during the school day when children 

are in school. 

 If visitors need to come into school they will be asked to observe social distancing and 

wash their hands/use hand sanitiser on arrival. 

 

Please respond to the survey here if your child is in Reception, Year 1 or Year 6 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=-hEVTLm6ekOhnanlPyn9sE1GLKyWCvdDtxU4KLCgtL5UN0lBT0YzS0lNSFZEUU4wVFAwQTBRQTZTVS4u

